-

‘{i‘? e,

~

MSt Korean Studies Course Handbook AT

Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies ',‘Eﬂ's)?,!‘,f,q B
University of Oxford oD OXFORD

W/ QAL N\ |




MSt Korean Studies 26-27 v.1

Master of Studies in Korean Studies

Course Handbook
Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies

Course Director — Prof Jieun Kiaer

This handbook applies to students starting the course in Michaelmas Term 2026. The information in
this handbook may be different for students starting in other years.

The information in this handbook is accurate as at Michaelmas Term 2026; however, it may be
necessary for changes to be made in certain circumstances, as explained at Changes to courses |
Oxford University. If such changes are made the faculty will publish a new

version of this handbook together with a list of the changes and students will be informed.

The handbook sets out the basic framework for the MSt Korean Studies, and what to do should you
encounter delays, setbacks, or need to make changes. It provides basic advice about writing your
thesis and submitting it for examination.

The Examination Regulations relating to this course are available here: Master of Studies in Korean
Studies

e the Examination Conventions and Rubrics;
e the Examination Regulations;

e the University Student Handbook

e your college handbook.

If there is a conflict between information in this handbook and the Examination Regulations then
you should follow the Examination Regulations. If you have any concerns please contact the Senior
Academic Administrator.

Comments and criticism of the handbook are always welcome; they should be sent to the Director of
Graduate Studies or the Senior Academic Administrator.

The Student Hub is an ongoing project to provide a live online version of the handbook. Please check
the information on the Student Hub in conjunction with this handbook as it provides you with
additional important information covering:

e Support and Welfare

e Student Representation and feedback

e Examinations and Assessment information including forms and exam conventions

e Graduate Supervision (GSR)

e Graduate teaching opportunities and PLTO

e Research Ethics and CUREC approval

e Travelling abroad for study

e Financial Support

e Support for unexpected circumstances, including applying for suspensions, extensions
e Researcher training and development


mailto:jieun.kiaer@ames.ox.ac.uk
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/changes-to-courses
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/changes-to-courses
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https://examregs.admin.ox.ac.uk/Regulation?code=mosinkorestud&srchYear=2026&srchTerm=1&year=2026&term=1
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/student-handbook?wssl=1
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You can also access the Student Hub through the ‘Student Hub’ button on the top bar of the Faculty

Website. You may need to log in using your SSO details.

1 September 2026

Original publication
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INTRODUCTION

Objectives
The course aims to:

a) build on a basic knowledge of modern Korean and classical Chinese or modern Japanese
and ensure that the student becomes capable in using at least modern Korean for
research purposes;

b) acquaint students with many of the most important classical texts from all periods of Korean
history in modern Korean translation or the original classical Chinese, or to acquaint students
with the major concerns and problems of contemporary Korean linguistics and train up
students to competency in Middle Korean;

c) enable students to understand and use a range of classical references and historiographical
research methods for the treatment of pre-modern primary sources, or to acquaint students
with a range of linguistic theories and methodologies that will enable them to begin
independent linguistic research in Korean;

d) allow students to do more specialised study from a wide range of possible options
and thereby exercise their new skills.

History

Korean language and history are recent additions to the Faculty of Oriental Studies. Some teaching
of Korean language had been offered intermittently from the late 1980s, and a fixed-term
University Instructorship in Korean Language was established from January 1994. This was
followed by a fixed-term University Lectureship in Korean History from June 1994. Both of these
posts were made possible by a generous start-up grant from the Korea Foundation. In the spring
of 1995, formal amendments were made to existing undergraduate degree programmes to
recognize the opportunities presented by Korean Studies. The teachers of Chinese and
Japanese approved revisions to their syllabuses to admit Korean language and history as
electives within the undergraduate degrees in Chinese and Japanese.

A Master of Studies in Korean Studies was approved in spring 1995 and graduated its first
student in the spring of 1996. Over the decade to 2004, a further grant from the Korea
Foundation, and generous gifts from Dr. Chong Hee Seung and former Korean government
minister Lee Yun Taek, as well as financial support from the Faculty of Oriental Studies supported
Korean Studies and kept it alive at Oxford.

In June 2005, the University established a permanent post in Korean History, and in July 2006, a
generous endowment from the Korea Foundation and the International Communication
Foundation established a permanent post with the name ‘Young Bin Min-Korea Foundation
Lectureship in Korean Language and Linguistics’. From 2016, both posts were made Associate
Professorships. The establishment of a full undergraduate degree in Korean Studies awaits
permanent funding for a third professorial post; until then, we can offer Korean subjects only as
options within existing undergraduate programmes in Chinese and Japanese, within the Master of
Studies in Korean Studies (MSt), within the Master of Philosophy in Traditional East Asia (MPhil),
and through research degrees such as the Doctor of Philosophy (DPhil). We have graduated a
number of Master’s and Doctoral students, and undergraduate interest in Korean Studies is strong
and expanding

Outline

The Master of Studies degree is rigorous and time-consuming. It requires your full-time attention. The
chief qualification for admission is the ability to read modern Korean, so there is little or no time for
remedial language training. We will improve your Korean language, add in some Classical Chinese and
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possibly Japanese, instruct you in the Korean tradition through intense study of a classical canon or
modern linguistic theory, and train you to find information for yourself about Korea past and present.

Since the course spans only three, short eight-week terms, during all three terms students must
attend all tutorials, lectures, and public seminars as instructed by their teachers. Any missed
tutorial delays preparation; any missed lecture or public seminar can never be repeated. Time is
short; attendance is critical.

All preparation is for a set of final examinations in the following three areas:

1. Prescribed texts;

2. Either Modern Korean unprepared translation or Classical Chinese or Modern Japanese or
Classical Japanese or Middle Korean (NOTE: Candidates who already possess a sufficient
knowledge of Modern Korean will be required to choose another language);

3. Methodologies for Classical Koreanology or Korean Linguistics;

Candidates are also required to submit:

A thesis of not more than 15,000 words on a topic approved by the Board of the Faculty of Oriental
Studies. Applications for the approval of the thesis title are due by Monday of Oth Week of Hilary
Term. The thesis must be submitted by the end of 6™ week of Trinity Term.

The course has two tracks (Language and Culture or History and Culture) can be graphically
presented as:
Either Modern Korean unprepared translation or another language
(all students)

~ N\

Prescribed texts: Prescribed texts:
History and Culture Language and Culture
Methodologies: Methodologies:
Classical Koreanology Korean Linguistics

\ dissertation (all students) /

Teaching Methods

Students should expect to attend up to ten hours per week in tutorials and classes and should
expect to spend an additional thirty hours a week, perhaps more, during each full term for
preparation. In addition, they should expect to be set a considerable amount of work during the
winter and spring vacations.

Language instruction, the reading of prescribed texts, and bibliographic or methodological exercises
are usually conducted in small groups or tutorials for which students are expected to prepare
thoroughly in advance. Lectures are provided for instruction on general themes of Korean and East
Asian history and critical issues in Contemporary and Classical Korean Linguistics. Students are
advised to take advantage of public lectures offered on China and Japan, since they also supply
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historical context, comparative linguistic information, regional background, and comparative
perspectives for work in tutorials.

Teaching takes place in tutorials or small classes. Students are required to prepare thoroughly for
whatever is required: language exercises, prescribed readings, essays, bibliographic or
methodological exercises, and they should be able to present their preparation in finished form.
Depending on the task, the finished form may be written language exercises, essays on linguistic,
historical, literary, or cultural topics, or translation from Korean (or Chinese or Japanese) into
English. Outstanding students typically view themselves as ‘researchers in training’ and consciously
set about building their competence in the body of secondary reference materials available (in
Korean, English, Chinese, and Japanese) as an additional aspect of tutorial preparation.

Syllabus
|. Prescribed Texts

Texts will be announced by the board in the Oriental Institute in the seventh week of Michaelmas
Full Term, the first term, but in the past have largely included those listed below. NOTE that there
are two tracks: History and Culture (A) or Language and Culture (B) and that other texts may be
substituted for these, pending finalisation by seventh week of the first term.

A. History and Culture

The texts range from the third century AD to the twentieth century AD and offer highlights of
classical Korean historical literature, prose, and poetry.

1. CBGE)  CRE)
Korean: #1482, iR fh CEREE E g o bk, WS |, (A= — &k, 1986): 29-45.

Chinese: #BF £, K M2 1 (BLE) |, =, B2 = 1S =) (bat: hHEE R
i, 1959-1973): 831-863.

San Guo Zhi, *Dong Yi Zhuan' (the "Eastern Barbarians" section from a Chinese dynastic history, earliest
historical records about the Korean peninsula).

2. CBEBH- TR
Korean: &&¥1 4, AR f CEREE E g o bk, WUE) |, (A= — &k, 1986): 79-83.

Chinese: RNHH=FY, (EHEEL W7 o7 TER-LTEM, HPREFHR ) , G SiEE,
1989): 430-433.

Kwanggaet'o wangniing pimun (one of the oldest extant Korean historical texts, the great memorial stele
[AD 414] to King Kwanggaet'o of the Koguryd kingdom)

3. (CEBIsEEE) SPUT— FIE R — B BIE )
Korean: & Hl, = il (=B EE) <& BT —, FIE 25— GG E) |, (A8 4
Ak, 1983): 283-290.

Chinese: (=BINIGEE) (BT A)RAT), (B8 HBVIT—, SUE 2B — SPUEED (HAt:

EARARE B e BT 9E )T, 1986): 335-3309.
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Samguk Sagi, Book 41, Biographies, No. 1, Kim Yu-sin (biography of the general who, in alliance with the Tang
Empire, unified the peninsula in 668; the full biography follows him from his young, hwarang days, learning
magic in the mountains, to his deathbed farewell speech to his king)

4. (CBGEF) B Ghelf—Ea &
Korean: —#%, I 3% (=BUHSE) B — il r B — Ol E@ulfe) (He: 2t
, 1983): 43-44.

Chinese: (=B =) (Hnt: BVEEL KB HE SULBTSE T, 1986): 32-34.

Samguk Yusa, Book 1, ‘Ko Chosdn', the Tan'gun myth (the founding myth of the Korean people)

5. (CBEGEF) B— GO
Modern Korean: —#X, RS 5% (=BLEFR) BF— i 8
Ol aife T (A2 408 0fkil, 1983): 156, 308, 124, 378, 121, 386, 369, 370-371,
126, 126, 364, 259, 390, 139, or =5 Y.
Hyangcha'l (5AL): —2K, ZERH) 5% (CBGESY) B8 — foie 28— Gt LM (Ae: 4
P52 {k 5, 1983): 157, 308, 124, 378-379, 122, 387, 370, 370, 127, 127, 364, 259, 391, 140.

Samguk Yusa, "Hyangga poetry' (the oldest extant Korean poetry)

6. (EEEl) £ (SR, Kl 17545, PY H 1 10 Injunctions )

Korean: =3k 11, BB L i, CLRIE & Bsc sk, SEER) |, (A2 —ikiik, 1984): 20-22.
Chinese: T BIELSCRRIFHZE DT i, (BB L35, SHEL ) 2750 — T 1PUb--T 1 ta (%,
A = IRAE, WU D (A8 sl Sz {biit, 1990): 54-56.

Korydsa, Book 2, Annals 2, folio 14b-17a (10 Injunctions to his heirs dictated by Wang Kon on his
deathbed)

7. CSEEIWE) B T Lb-T/\b {EjE))
Korean: o] 8l 95, (Wi & EEL Bl 5 5, Frad SeE i, A <
oFstAIR) L T L b /b, (A& = {19, 2000): 324-327.
Akhak kwebdm, ‘Tong tong’ (representative Koryd-period popular song/poem)

8. Cewadinl) il

Korean: A3k 1, BIES L i, CRRIE B @gBc b, mEEm) | (A= —&iilk, 1984): 133-134,
and S B SCEREOR A B 2= (BRI, S8 k], 2kBhkEE) (A= s AR Skt 1975): 38-
40, or A& 3t APR i3} o] A& AT A (T ) |, (AE: 5, 1999): 36-37.
Akchang kasa, 'Ch'ongsan pyodlgok' (representative Koryd-period popular poem)

9. CHGE) COHIEFH> (BAFH> (FEW)

Korean: A A7 9|3t (ZAFHFA 31, 79 &4, 7) (A& USE85713] H, 1998):
443-445,

Chinese: fRJ&E 1E #h i il SUBRH S &5 31, Bas s SCHE 7) (A2 R U bHEE &l 1998):
FOGEY B2 IutoR 8, T—b-T b UK (B |, pp.194.

Tongmunson, 'Chu-nui sol', 'Ki-mydng sol' by Yi Kyu-bo (social commentary by one of the greatest literary
figures of the Koryd kingdom)

10. CROGE)  <adkafty (Bial) (BEW)
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Korean: 5| A4 &3 (A7 HZFA 31, 79 524, 7) (A& WUEE85%13] H, 1998):
443-445,

Chinese: fRJ&E IF 4 Gl JULBIRE RS & 31, BUa% G 7) (A2 R SUEHEE €, 1998):
HOGE) B2tk 3, T* a——Tg a U (B4t |, pp.194.

Tongmunson, Stl-t’ae sol', 'Kyong sol' by Yi Kyu-bo (essays on society and philosophy)

11. GNEIEE®BE) IR IE S BB 57> and CillE B 8 R EE) & 103, R
26 12 A Pirie GRS K L)

Korean: Fishih, 48R M CEREE E g so b sk, siEeniiiE) | (A2 — &k, 1984): 100-
107.

Chinese: ##hth, 2= 288 #f <<§>l@+i = B, IR | (A= — &, 1984): 296;
W E R E B MORE ) B A=, IR EE AR GIRIES RS L) .

‘Hunmin Choéngtim Proclamation’ (afterword to the Hunmin Chéngim haerye, the Choson kingdom
proclamation that officially established the modern Korean script today known as hangdil) and Chosén
Wangjo Sillok, Sejong Sillok, Book 103, Sejong 26th year, second month, kydngja day (the major
opposition memorial to the new script)

12. CHHEVRERGEY  CRERREGEET) (PG AE)
Korean: (HHIEE) 25— T —a-1 —b.

Wolin sékbo, 'SOkbo sangjol' by Suyang Taegun (one of the earliest pieces of literature using hangdil)
13. 7 fEIRFA 2] 53K selections

Korean:

1) Wl <BERH TR, AN G> 8, FRO% fh CUBLE 2 m@mBSUbE,

TEERR IR, (A8 — ki, 1985): 394-395.

2) W5dH: <BEIE > 2N, A A, SUE, FAE B (R, ), (e

=73 = A, 1999): 106.

3) Wyal: <Kid> A& thetal AP 8k o] WS A4 (T ) |, (A= ST,
1999): 151.

a) W5 TS, <> 9hA A, AENY, A, F e W (R, (A

A &AL, 1999): 57.

Choson-era poetry selections (kasa and shijo)

14. (U5 (H) (7115) selections

Korean: <34 -5 S Y7t wi-$-Ith, 2205 <<93**+ii E s ks, s )
(A= — ik, 1985): 378-383 or < {R4E, 4 —HE M <UL W >, s, p. 268-273/5E A
9, p.274-285 in (5 HLSCEMER) (A8 @ F K nL 1985).

Selections from the Honggiltong-jon by HO Kyun (?) (one of the earliest Korean novels, which tells the tale of
a Robin Hood figure)

15. (e EE) 481, (8 (P PEEE > (AMAEYR)

Korean: $3 1, 2RO M (OB E & B ks, SRR IR | (K& — &k, 1985):
211-214.

10
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Chinese: WA, 0% i CHURHR 2 @B, SIEFRIAR) |, (M e —i&it, 1985):
505-506.

Yén’am jip, Book 81, “Story of the Yangban' by Pak Chi-won (social satire by a literary giant of the later
Chosdn kingdom)

16. (—MNrE S S0

Korean: A9 & H (GEfiE My d 5 E) (M-S =MZM Pz sE+, 1988).
Sam’il tongnip sén'onso (the Korean Declaration of Independence from Japan in 1919)

B. Language and Culture

The texts are generally written in Modern Korean, but some are in Middle or early-modern Korean.

Unit 1: The History and Structure of the Korean Language

1.9] 213 (i Ik-sép) (1997), 15F=2] €1 oJ1l(Han’guk Ui 6nd), Al 713+ A} (Sin’gu munhwasa).
Survey of Korean language/linguistics, including overviews on typological, morpho-syntactic, and
phonological aspects of Korean.

2.73213} (Kang Sin- hang) (2003), (A S H) 7 A S A FI(Hunmin chéng’tim ydn’gu),

At gkl =34 (Sungkyunkwan taehakkyo ch'qu anbu)
Principles and mechanlsm found in Korean alphabet.

or

7 W3k (Kim Pang-han) (1990), r$k=1 1 2] A &1l(Han’gugd ti kyet'ong), 1A}, (Minumsa).
The Typology of Korean.

3.9] A (Yi Chéng-min) (1989), “= o] 2] FTAFA F-2] A (Kugd ti t'ongsajok
chungtiiséng)”, T gt 2 ko] A B A g d/\‘j]’“L%Ev:@ 2 (Han’gtl mit
Han’gugd chdngbo ch’ri haksul palp’yo nonmunjip), - 4 B3} 8} 3] /3l = Q1 %] 3} 8} 3]
(Han’guk chéngbo kwa hakhoe / Han’guk inji kwahakhoe)

Structural properties of Korean and their implications for psycholinguistics.

4. ALY (Kwdn Chae-il), 733 (Kim Yun-han), 3= %< (Mun Yang-su), ‘85" (Nam Sting-ho)
7153 (Chdn Chong-ho) (1997), “EAMTZ 9} & %2 34 A7 (T'ongsa kujo wa

unyul kujo Ui sangkwansdng yén’gu)”, T&1¢{8l; (Onéhak) 20, 1-53.
Interaction between syntactic structure and prosody of Korean.

5.9 T (Ko Yoéng-kiin) (1999), T3F2] ¢1o] 3}, (Pukhanti 6né munhwa)

A€ 0] gul & I (Seoul taehakkyo ch’ulp’anbu).
Language and culture of North Korea.

Unit 2: Traditional/Modern World Views through Literature
(texts range from the fifteenth century into the twenty-first century)

6.70217 (Kim In-kydm), "L %357} (lltong changyu-ga).

7.7 7} (Kyu Won-ka) T3] A& 5 (HS Nan solhon).

11
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. %3 9F-& (Chong Yak-yong), Tl Aol A 2 2] 5 (Yubae-ji es on p'ydniji).
29 (Hwang Sun-wén), T2Fs (Hak).

10.©] % <= (Yi Ch’éng-chun), T4 5 (Nungil).

Unit 3: Traditional Arts, Thought and Culture
The texts cover traditional and modern arts, thought, society, and culture.

11.0] 7] 9 (Yi Ki-baek), "RISE-3}e] &3 Al s (Minjok munhwa ti chdnt’ong kwa

kyesting,), 1.5 8 ul =5 ¢{(3}) (Kodting hakkyo Kuk’d, ha).
Inheritance and Application of Tradition.

12.7% B 5L (Chdéng P6m-mo) (2001), “SALS] A Ho| | Q. & & 5—?5‘& = Q’ (Yoksa
Ui chdnmyon e tto orln t'ongsok munhwa: P’'ungsok hwa)”, i),

Han’guk misul di ihae, t}&hu) T of (Dahal-media).
Chosdn-era painting, particularly reflecting the lives of ordinary people.

13.7-8<E (Yu Hong-jun), (2003), “t-8] 2 v, A H] &} ol &3} A H]H 7] (vuhii sammae,
sonbi Ui yesul kwa sonbi ch’'wimi)”’, TiLA3} %= =75 (Koséhwa torok 7), SF 3L A

(Hakkochae).
Chosodn-era intellectual life, poetry, and art.

14.73 ¥ 5 (Chdng Pydng-ho), (1985), T3k (Han’guk ch’'um), €3}3
(Yolhwadang).
Korean Dancing.

15.71 55 (Kim Tong-ch’un), (2002), “-- 1L &} k= 9] 7}==9] 71 = 8w 71x]9
& J7]'? (Yugyo wa Han’guk Ui kajok chuti, kajok chuli nun Yugyo chok kach’i ui sanmul inga?)”

P77 2} AFs] s 55, har 24 AL 3] €3] (Han’guk sandp sahoe hakhoe).
Confucian influences on the Korean family.

‘Modern Korean’ is designed for students reading for the Master of Studies in Korean Studies with
prior training in Korean up to an intermediate level. Candidates who already possess advanced
knowledge of Modern Korean with a reading ability will be instead required to choose Classical
Chinese or Modern Japanese or Classical Japanese or Middle Korean.

Preparation for the examination of this paper will be made using a variety of modern Korean prose
texts covering social, cultural, political, and economic issues studied under the rubric of Modern
Korean (for Korean MSt.) in the lecture list.

Aims and Objectives
‘Modern Korean’ is aimed at familiarizing the MSt. course students with a variety of contemporary
writings so that they can satisfy diverse language requirements arising from their research activities.

‘Modern Korean’ has been designed to help students to determine the extent to which any given
material is relevant to their research or offers a reading interest, and to analyse the structures and
styles of discourse materials. It is also expected to help students to compose research plans and
inquiries in relation to their academic activities.
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‘Modern Korean’ is not limited to teaching and learning formal linguistic features. Students are
trained to approach materials from a critical point of view and link the material with the background
knowledge of their subject area. The habit of critical reading will be especially emphasized in dealing
with texts related to history and social sciences. In order to develop such skills, students will practice
scanning texts for relevant or specific information; summarizing the gist of texts; identifying styles of
initiating, developing, and concluding arguments; drawing out implicit or subtly expressed
assumptions underlying certain statements; and, finally, comparing multiple numbers of writings and
determining the extent of conversion and divergence.

Those who wish to refurbish basic grammar and translation skills are advised to consult with the
teacher to discuss the need to attend classes entitled ‘Modern Korean’ for Undergraduates.

Class Hours
e Michaelmas Term: 16 hours (2 hrs/week)
e Hilary Term: 16 hours (2 hrs/week)
e Trinity Term: 12 hours (2 hrs/week)
e Total: 44 hours

Study Material

1. Reading

Students will read a variety of contemporary writings such as newspaper editorial articles, weekly
and monthly magazines, academic theses, conference papers, and university textbooks. Topics and
contents will cover Korean current affairs, the post-1945 history, and traditional thought and
religion.

2. Chinese Characters

Depending on the courses that the students attended previously and the research topic, students
will be required to learn Chinese characters. Students will be trained to acquire and expand a
working knowledge of the most common Chinese characters. Students will use one of the following
two textbooks.

e F.Y.T.Park, Speaking Korean: A Guide to Chinese Characters.
e Fred Lukoff, A First Reader in Korean Writing in Mixed Script.

3. Composition

Depending on the level of the student's proficiency in written Korean, one of the two forms of
composition assignment below will be assigned. All essays should be submitted at least two days
before the reading class and typed (preferably word-processed using a Korean word processor) in
A4 size.

e Either: one topic every four weeks (length: 2 pages in A4)
e Or: one short summary of the seen material every two weeks (length: 1-2 pages in A4)

NOTE: The choice of other languages and the relevant tutors will be made after an assessment for
Modern Korean and in consultation with the Course Director.

lll. Methodologies for Classical Koreanology or Korean Linguistics
These tutorials are designed to acquaint the student with the minimum skill sets required for any
candidate who might be considering future advancement towards a research degree, such as D.Phil.
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candidature, at Oxford or a PhD elsewhere. The examination consists of a take-home paper that the
student must complete in the Bodleian Library following the completion of their written
examinations for the Language paper and the Prescribed Texts paper. The examination should be
submitted to Examination Schools by the Friday of the same week.

Students should choose their track: History and Culture or Language and Culture.

History and Culture:

Depending on the capabilities of the candidate, eight or more library research exercises will be set
beginning in the first term (Michaelmas) that involve the use of classical reference texts. The
classical reference texts were originally written in Chinese and many have been translated into
modern Korean.

Language and Culture:

Depending on the capabilities of the candidate, eight or more library research exercises will be set
beginning in the first term (Michaelmas) that involve the use of linguistic theory and methodologies.
Linguistic theory and methodology exercises may involve practicums or essay preparation.

IV. Thesis

Each candidate will be required to produce in standard scholarly format a thesis of not more than
15,000 words. The thesis allows candidates to pursue a topic of their own choice applying the
research skills acquired in other parts of the course. Candidates should expect to identify their topics
in the first term (Michaelmas), do a large portion of the research during the Christmas vacation, ask
specific questions of a linguistic, methodological, or conceptual nature during the second term
(Hilary), and produce a first, complete draft by the beginning of the third term (Trinity) to allow time
for revision before final submission not later than noon on Thursday of the sixth week of the third
term.

Teaching Staff

e Dr Younghae Chi, St Antony’s College, University Instructor in Korean, with specialities in
multi-language comparative approach to Korean learning, and contemporary Korean
culture and religion. Dr Chi worked as a military specialist at the Korea Institute for
Defence Analyses in Seoul, before he came to study International Relations at Oxford in
1988. He possesses an MPhil degree in International Relations and a DPhil in theology.
Having been trained both as a political scientist and as a theologian, he has been
conducting research in the interdisciplinary field of politics, theology, and religion. He
has lectured on inter-Korean relations at Seoul National University in Korea and
Salamanca University in Spain. His present research focuses on inter-Korean relations
with emphasis on North Korean defectors and social-cultural dynamisms in the two
Koreas. His publications include ‘The Christian and Buddhist Environmental Movements
in Contemporary Korea: Common Efforts and Their Limitations’, Korea Journal, vol. 54,
no. 4 (winter 2014) (co-authored with Professor Namchul Boo) and a review of ‘The
Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World, 1950-1992’, by Charles K. Armstrong
in Korean Studies, v. 38 (2014).

e DrJieun Kiaer, Hertford College, Young Bin Min-Korea Foundation Professor in Korean
Language and Linguistics, with specialities in modern and classical linguistics.
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Dr Kiaer’s research focuses on the nature of syntactic motivations. In a recent book
Pragmatic Syntax (Bloomsbury Publishing, 2014), she argues that the fundamental
syntactic motivation is pragmatic in nature. Mainly based on a large corpus
investigation, the study shows that linguistic structures have been built and are built in
order to maximise the efficiency of human communication and at the same time to
meet expressive goals, adding different dimensions of meaning to propositions. Dr Kiaer
also works on the role of prosody in syntactic realisation. For this, she is investigating the
Sejong Spoken Korean Corpus along with Korea University Spoken Corpus in
collaboration with Prof Jiyoung Shin from Korea University. Dr. Kiaer is also actively
engaged in developing textbooks for Korean language and linguistics. For example, a
recent publication (co-authored with Anna Yates-Lu) is entitled Korean Literature
Through the Korean Wave, published by Routledge Press in 2019.

Faculty Officers
e Prof. Jim Mallinson — Director of Graduate Studies
e Prof. Henrietta Harrison — Faculty Board Chair
e TBC, Faculty Equality and Diversity Officer
e Thomas Hall and Edmund Howard - Disability Coordinators
e Edmund Howard - Welfare Contact
e leyla Najafzada - Harassment Officer

Other Faculty Officers and Committee Chairs are listed on the Faculty’s webpages.

Academic Administration Staff
e Thomas Hall — Head of Administration and Finance
e Edmund Howard — Senior Academic Administrator
e Aalia Ahmad — Academic Administrator (Undergraduate Studies)
e Caroline Davis - (MMES Programme Administrator)
e Jane Kruz — Academic Administrator (Graduate Studies)
e Xiaobo Wang — Academic Administrator (Examinations)

Other Professional Services staff are listed on the Faculty’s webpages here.

EXAMINATION AND ASSESSMENT STRUCTURE
In Trinity Term, you will submit your thesis and sit three examinations: Prescribed Texts, Modern
Korean (or another modern language examination), and a Methodology examination.

Prescribed Texts and Modern Korean are normally sat in Examination Schools. Methodology is a
take-home examination and will be issued after the Prescribed Texts and Modern Korean
examinations are completed. For Prescribed Texts in Korean, students are responsible for translating
selected passages and answering questions asking for exegesis and commentary.

NOTE: Because all examined texts for Prescribed Texts are ‘seen’ texts or prepared before the
examination, no dictionaries or notes of any kind are permitted in the examination. The same is true
for the modern language examination.

Vivas are compulsory unless candidates are excused by the examiners.
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Important dates and deadlines

When What How/format

. . . The online form can be
Hilary Week 0, Monday Sub.mlt yqur approval of thesis found here.
Term subject/ title form. E—
Trinity Week 6, Friday, 12| Thesis submission. Submission via Inspera.
Term noon Word limit: 15,000

. In-person or online
Trinity Term Language examinations. SRR,
U0 A5 th? cor\clusion of | ‘Bibliography and techniques of Submission via Inspera.
Term examinations. Koreanology’ exercises released.
Term exercise is released. Koreanology’ submission.

Thesis

Approval of Thesis Subject/Title
Departure from approved titles or subject matter will be penalised. The penalty applied will increase
the greater the departure from the approved title or subject matter is.

Ethics Approval

The University is committed to ensuring that its research involving human participants is conducted
in a way that respects the dignity, rights, and welfare of participants, and minimises risk to
participants, researchers, third parties, and to the University itself.

As set out in its research ethics policy, the University requires that all such research be subject to
appropriate ethics review.

The Central University Research Ethics Committee (CUREC) has overall responsibility for the
development of this policy and for the University’s ethics review process. The following chart will
help you check whether you need to apply for ethical review here.

More information can be found at the Research Ethics website and the Research Integrity core
course explains the key responsibilities you have as a researcher; identifies the challenges you could
face in meeting those responsibilities; applies a range of strategies to deal with the challenges you
may face.

It is your responsibility to ensure you obtain any ethics approval you may need before undertaking
research. The application process can be lengthy, do not leave it to the last minute.

Requesting a thesis subject/title change

After your thesis subject/title is approved there may need to be changes made before submitting.
These should be done in consultation with your supervisor and a request to change your thesis title
should be emailed to Exams Administration team, with your supervisor copied in for approval.
Changes cannot be made once your thesis is submitted. Examination-related forms, including thesis
approval forms, are available on the Student Hub here.
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Word Limit

Your submissions should not exceed the word limit given in your examination regulations and
rubrics. The word count includes text and footnotes/endnotes but excludes appendices and
bibliography. Original language source text is not part of the final word count and quotations in the
original language do not count towards the word count (but translations of these quotations do).

General Guidelines for Thesis Writers
The faculty has provided students with guidance and information about producing a thesis in the
General Guidelines for Thesis Writers which covers:

e Planning and choice of topic

e Your thesis supervisor’s role

o Hallmarks of a good thesis

e Format of your thesis (e.g., length, acknowledgements, contents, footnotes, references,
bibliography, tables and illustrations)

Examples of MPhil and MSt/MSc theses are available on the ‘Exams and Assessment Information’
site on Canvas. The Bodleian Libraries also holds many MPhil theses and these can be searched for
on SOLO. Please check the Bodleian’s information here to help you search for an Oxford thesis. Some
theses awarded a distinction are eligible to be deposited to the Bodleian, and should your thesis be
eligible, you will be contacted regarding the procedure after your results are released.

Language Learning and Competency Standards

The ability to produce East Asian scripts independently is an essential competence standard of this
course. This means that it is necessary for students to demonstrate these skills in order to
successfully complete the degree programme. Since all available software for inputting certain
target scripts on a computer includes a ‘predictive text’ function which cannot be turned off, using
such a program would prevent examiners from understanding whether the student has achieved the
required proficiency in the target language. Handwriting the script is therefore required to
demonstrate that the student has reached the required level of competence, ability and knowledge
of the target language.

For this course, Japanese, Korean and Chinese language papers will include a requirement to
handwrite in the script of the relevant primary language. The handwriting assessment component
represents a competence standard for the award of the degree and there are limited alternative
assessment arrangements that can be made as a reasonable adjustment for disability. All students
will be required to handwrite and no adjustments to this mode of completion of the assessment can
be made. However, adjustments may be available to the conditions in which the assessment is
completed (for example, additional time, larger type for exam papers etc).

The Faculty appreciates the impact that these requirements may have on students with certain
accessibility needs and works closely with the Disability Advisory Service (DAS) to provide
appropriate support in line with our responsibilities under the Equality Act (2010). The Faculty seeks
to ensure that assessments and assessment criteria are as inclusive and accessible as possible.
Support within the Faculty is available in the first instance by speaking to the designated Disability
Coordinators (see Welfare and Support below).

If you have any questions or concerns relating to this please speak with your course director or the
Director of Graduate Studies.
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Examination Regulations are the immutable framework of study and assessment of University
degrees to which students must adhere. The Examination Regulations relating to this course are
available here: Master of Studies in Korean Studies

If there is a conflict between information in this handbook and the Examination Regulations then
you should follow the Examination Regulations.

These are the formal record and explanation of the specific assessment standards for the course or
courses to which they apply. They set out how your examined work will be marked and how the
resulting marks will be used to arrive at a final result and classification of an award. They are
approved and published by the Faculty each year and include information on:
Conventions

e Marking conventions and scaling

e Verification and reconciliation of marks

e (Qualitative marking criteria for different types of assessment

e Penalties for late or non-submission; for over-length work and departure from approved

title/subject matter; for poor academic practice; for non-attendance

e Progression rules and classification conventions

e Use of viva voce examinations

e Re-sits

e Consideration of mitigating circumstances

e Details of examiners and rules on communicating with examiners

Rubrics

e type and structure of examination (e.g. in-person or online examination)

e submission instructions

e weightings of paper

e time allowed

e instructions on the use of dictionaries and other materials

e instructions on the use of different scripts

e instructions on word limits

e instructions on handwriting
The conventions and rubrics will be published on the ‘Graduate (Taught) Examinations and
Assessment’ page on the Student Hub not less than one whole term before your examination takes
place or, where assessment takes place in the first term of a course, at the beginning of that term.

You should take careful note of the dates for submission of essays and theses laid down in the
Examination Regulations, course handbook, conventions, or rubrics. It is the candidate’s
responsibility to comply with these dates. The University Proctors, who have overall control of
examinations, will not give leave for work to be submitted late except for cases of exceptional
circumstances.

If there is any discrepancy in information, you should always follow the Examination Regulations and
please contact the Exams Administration team.
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Information on the examinations and assessments process at the University is covered on the
University’s Examinations and assessment webpages from entering for examinations through to

accessing your results.

Entering for your exams

You will be invited by email to enter for your examinations when the examination entry window
opens and it is your responsibility to ensure that you are entered for the correct number of papers
and correct options, please speak to your college’s academic office or the Exams Administration
team if you are unsure about what these are. If you do not enter by the required deadline for your
programme then you will need to pay a late entry fee. Please check the University’s Examination
entry webpages for full examination entry and alternative examination arrangements.

Timetable

Your personal timetable showing your papers and the dates, times and location at which they will
take place will be published online at least two weeks before your first examination. If you have not
received your timetable, or discover any problems such as a clash of papers, contact your college as
soon as possible. It is your responsibility to ensure that you sit the correct examination and
misreading of information will not be considered an acceptable reason for non-attendance.

In-person examinations

The University’s Completing an exam webpages provide practical information on how in-person
exams will work, including In-person exams on a computer, what you should do in advance of the
exams and what to expect on the day. Your in-person exam(s) will be either handwritten or typed
and the majority of in-person examinations take place at either the Examination Schools or Ewert
House.

Online examinations

Online exams are taken in Inspera and you must familiarise yourself with this platform prior to
taking an online exam. The University’s Online exams webpage provides guidance on completing
your online exam including how to set up for your exam, the expectations regarding standards of
behaviour and good academic practice for online open-book exams.

Online exams require you to adhere to the University’s Honour Code for open-book and closed-book
remotely invigilated online exams and you should read this in advance of any online exams.

Coursework submissions are via the University's online assessment platform, Inspera. Ensure you are
familiar with the online submission process in advance of any deadline. Full information is provided
on the University’s Submission of coursework assessments webpage. An Inspera link and

information will be sent by the Exams Administration team prior to the submission deadline.

A candidate number is created for examinations to ensure anonymity and you are responsible for
ensuring you are not identifiable in all assessments either by self-referencing or including personal
details such as your name or student number. The Exams Administration team will not do redaction
for you if you identify yourself in your assessments.

You can find your candidate number on the Examination and Assessment Information page
in Student Self Service or by looking on the top of your individual timetable.
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Your candidate number is not your student number.

Do not put your name or student number anywhere on your submissions or written exams.

There are a number of University processes in place to help you if you find that illness or other
personal circumstances are affecting your assessments or if you experience technical difficulties with
an online exam or submission and it is your responsibility to take action if you experience problems.

The University’s Problems completing your assessment webpages provides a summary of the

different processes that are available including:

e When you can’t submit coursework on time (self-certification, extensions, submitting late,
incorrect submissions)

e When you can’t attend an exam

e Problems with online exams (submitting late, replacing an incorrect exam response, online
exams with typed answers only, starting an online exam late)

e Mitigating circumstances notices to examiners (MCE)

e Academic appeals

If you experience unexpected circumstances that may affect your performance, you must discuss
your circumstances with your college first as any application to the Proctors will come from them.
They can advise on the best course of action for your situation.

Fixed Dates for the Consideration of Submissions with Extension

If you receive an extension which takes your submission beyond the standard Final Exam Board
Meeting, you will need to wait until the next date your Exam Board meets for your final results and
classification to be considered and released.

Typical dates are as follows:
Final Exam Board Meetings (standard dates)
e  MPhil and MSt courses ending in Trinity Term: Trinity Term weeks 11 and 12.
e MSc MMES ending in Long Vacation: Late September.
Dates for consideration of late assessments (extensions):
e Intermediate date: Michaelmas Term week -3 (4™ week before the start of Full Term).
e Llast date: Michaelmas Term week 7.

Assessments received after this last date will be deferred for consideration until the next Final Exam
Board meeting at the end of Trinity Term of the following year.

If you do apply for an extension, especially towards the end the of your degree, please take note of
this policy and the dates above as your date of final completion may have implications for your next
steps after your course.
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Please note that time is also required for marking assessments. For work received outside the
normal assessment period (e.g. due to an extension), we cannot guarantee that submissions less
than 3 weeks before the consideration date above will be ready to be considered on that occasion.

The faculty remains committed to supporting our students through challenging circumstances
throughout their degree programmes. This policy does not affect the process for applying for an
extension nor the support available. If you are struggling to complete your work, please do not
hesitate to reach out to your tutor, college or the academic administration team.

You may be required to attend a viva voce examination after you have completed your written
examinations. This is to enable your examiners to clarify any matters in your answers, and it gives
you the opportunity to improve upon your performance, should that be necessary.

Information about when resits take place can be found in your Examination Conventions and you
enter for resits in the same way as the first attempt. Please contact your college with any questions
about resits.

When making any travel arrangements for the post-exam period, it is your responsibility to bear in
mind attendance at the viva and when resits may take place.

Please refer to the examination conventions for penalties for infringements of word limit, late
submission, plagiarism and non-adherence to rubrics.

Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies students should note that interpretation of the
electronic word count is at the discretion of the Examiners, in view of the fact that most languages
taught in the Faculty are not written in alphabetic scripts and the electronic word count may not be
as accurate when taking these scripts into account.

Examiners’ reports from past exams are normally available from Hilary Term and will be uploaded to
the Graduate (Taught) Examinations and Assessment page on the Student Hub. These reports give
you an idea of how the exams were conducted and the performance of the cohort. Due to small
class sizes for some degrees, it is not always possible to provide Examiners’ reports for them. In
these cases, please consult with your Course Director for some feedback.

Previous examination papers can be viewed on Search Oxford Libraries Online (SOLO), the online
catalogue platform provided by the Bodleian Libraries.

The University’s definition of plagiarism is:

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, with or without their consent, by
incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgement. All published and unpublished
material, whether in manuscript, printed or electronic form, is covered under this definition.
Plagiarism may be intentional or reckless, or unintentional. Under the regulations for examinations,
intentional or reckless plagiarism is a disciplinary offence.

21



https://unioxfordnexus.sharepoint.com/sites/AMES-AMESStudentHub/SitePages/Examinations-and-Assessment-Guidance.aspx
https://unioxfordnexus.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/AMES-AMESStudentHub/SitePages/Examinations-and-Assessment-Guidance.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=GfmpPp
https://unioxfordnexus.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/AMES-AMESStudentHub/SitePages/Examinations-and-Assessment-Guidance.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=GfmpPp
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

MSt Korean Studies 26-27 v.1

It is important that you take time to look at the University University's guidance on plagiarism here:
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism.

You should refer to the University’s guidance on referencing
(https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/referencing). If, after having done so, you
are still unsure how to reference your work properly, you should contact your supervisor for
guidance.

The University employs software applications to monitor and detect plagiarism in submitted
examination work, both in terms of copying and collusion. It regularly monitors online essay banks,
essay-writing services, and other potential sources of material.

In accordance with our Statement of Values, the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies is

committed to creating a teaching, learning, and research environment in which every member of our
community — at every academic level from undergraduate to senior academic, and among library
and administrative staff — can achieve their full professional potential without discrimination on the
basis of age, disability, gender, marriage or civil partnership, nationality, pregnancy or parenthood,
race, religion or belief, sex, or sexual orientation.

We welcome suggestions for making our courses more diverse and inclusive. In general, you are
encouraged to tell us if you see any ways in which the courses or this handbook might be improved.
Staff and students are welcome to contact the Equality and Diversity team with any suggestions or
concerns.

Our community aims to encourage and support all students. The student experience at Oxford offers
lots of opportunities for you to thrive, grow, and look after your own wellbeing, but we know that
sometimes there can be stresses and challenges too.

We want to give you the agency to navigate welfare support, and to make your own decisions. This
includes by:

e Keeping in touch with your College and Department, and letting them know if you need help
e Seeking support when needed

e Supporting your fellow students

e Registering with Disability Advisory Service for structured support if you have a disability

Should you have any concerns, or for guidance and support, please do not hesitate to contact the
Faculty’s Disability Coordinators, Welfare Contact and Harassment Officers.

Details of the range of sources of support available in the University are available from the Oxford
Students website, including in relation to mental and physical health and disability.

COMPLAINTS AND ACADEMIC APPEALS WITHIN THE FACULTY OF
ASIAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

The University, Humanities Division, and the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies all hope
that provision made for students at all stages of their course of study will make the need for
complaints (about that provision) or appeals (against the outcomes of any form of assessment)
infrequent.
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Where such a need arises, an informal discussion with the person immediately responsible for the
issue that you wish to complain about (and who may not be one of the individuals identified below)
is often the simplest way to achieve a satisfactory resolution.

Many sources of advice are available from colleges, faculties/departments and bodies like the
Counselling Service or the Oxford SU Student Advice Service, which have extensive experience in
advising students. You may wish to take advice from one of those sources before pursuing your
complaint.

General areas of concern about provision affecting students as a whole should be raised through
Joint Consultative Committees or via student representation on the faculty/department’s
committees.

Complaints
If your concern or complaint relates to teaching or other provision made by the faculty/department,
then you should raise it with the Director of Graduate Studies as appropriate.

Complaints about departmental facilities should be made to the Departmental administrator (Trudi
Pinkerton). If you feel unable to approach one of those individuals, you may contact the Head of
Administration and Finance or the Faculty Board Chair. The officer concerned will attempt to resolve
your concern/complaint informally.

If you are dissatisfied with the outcome, you may take your concern further by making a formal
complaint to the Proctors under the University’s Student Complaints Procedure.

If your concern or complaint relates to teaching or other provision made by your college, you should
raise it either with your tutor or with one of the college officers, Senior Tutor, Tutor for Graduates
(as appropriate). Your college will also be able to explain how to take your complaint further if you
are dissatisfied with the outcome of its consideration.

Academic appeals

An academic appeal is an appeal against the decision of an academic body (e.g. boards of examiners,
transfer and confirmation decisions etc.), on grounds such as procedural error or evidence of bias.
There is no right of appeal against academic judgement.

If you have any concerns about your assessment process or outcome it is advisable to discuss these
first informally with your subject or college tutor, Senior Tutor, course director, director of studies,
supervisor or college or departmental administrator as appropriate. They will be able to explain the
assessment process that was undertaken and may be able to address your concerns. Queries must
not be raised directly with the examiners.

If you still have concerns you can make a formal appeal to the Proctors who will consider appeals
under the University’s Academic Appeals Procedure.
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PROGRAMME AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR MST COURSES
OF STUDY AT ASIAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

The MSt degree is awarded after a course of directed study leading to an examination. The course
normally lasts one year. It is thus suitable both for students who have no more than one year
available for study and for those who require a year of preliminary training in a subject before
proceeding to research. A general MSt. in Asian and Middle Eastern Studies is awarded to those
students who have undergone training in a subject for which no specific MSt. is available. The MSt. is
at the FHEQ level 7.

The MSt is available in the following subjects:

e Bible Interpretation

e C(Classical Armenian Studies

e (Classical Hebrew Studies

e Islamic Art and Architecture

e Islamic Studies and History

e Jewish Studies

e Jewish Studies in the Graeco-Roman Period
e Korean Studies

e Asian and Middle Eastern Studies
e Syriac Studies

e Traditional China

In general, the arrangements for supervision are similar to those for the MPhil, and in the case of
some subjects the course offered is actually a reduced version of a corresponding MPhil course, with
the language training omitted.

Educational Aims of the Programme
The programme aims to enable its students to:

e Develop the practice of analytical enquiry;

e Achieve a high level of competence in a relevant language where a study of language is part
of the course;

e Achieve a good level of competence in the textual and historical analysis of texts in the
relevant language;

e Gain a wide-ranging critical knowledge of relevant secondary literature and of current
developments in the field;

e Reflect on relevant issues of method;

e Develop skills in written and oral communication, including sustained argument,
independent thought and lucid structure and content;

e Develop the ability to identify, understand and apply key concepts and principles

e Where appropriate, prepare students for further research in the field.

Assessment

Formative assessment is provided by tutorial feedback and interaction with the Supervisor and/or
tutor, by the discussion of prepared class-work, and by the Supervisor’s termly report, which is
discussed with the student in the Faculty and separately in the College

Summative assessment is provided at the end of the course by written examinations, submitted
essays, portfolio, a thesis and viva voce, depending on the course.
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Programme Outcomes

A. Knowledge and understanding
On completion of the course students will have:

e Acquired relevant linguistic and textual knowledge;

e Acquired some specialist knowledge of relevant primary and secondary literature;

e Gained enhanced understanding of how primary evidence is employed in philological,
textual, historical and literary analysis and argument.

Related Teaching/Learning Methods and Strategies

The main learning strategy is that a student should practise the relevant skills under close
supervision, receive constant feedback, and have the chance to see the same skills practised by
acknowledged experts in a manner which can be emulated. The methods used to achieve this aim
include:

Language and/or text-reading classes, for which students are expected to prepare

Lectures

Seminars with peers and senior academics

Tutorials (individual) for which students prepare a substantial piece of written work for
discussion with their tutor(s)

e  Museum classes (small-group), held in the Ashmolean Museum and designed around object
handling — for Egyptology

B. Skills and other attributes

1. Intellectual Skills
The ability to:

e Exercise critical judgement and undertake sophisticated analysis
e Argue clearly, relevantly and persuasively
e Approach problems with creativity and imagination
e Develop the exercise of independence of mind, and a readiness to challenge and
criticize accepted opinion
Teaching/Learning Methods and Strategies
As above.

Assessment
As above.

2. Practical Skills
All practical skills acquired are also transferable skills; see below.

3. Transferable Skills
The ability to:

e Find information, organise and deploy it;

e Use such information critically and analytically;

e Consider and solve complex problems with sensitivity to alternative traditions;

o  Work well independently, with a strong sense of self-direction, but also with the ability to
work constructively in co-operation with others;

e Effectively structure and communicate ideas in a variety of written and oral formats;
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e Plan and organise the use of time effectively, and be able to work under pressure to
deadlines;
o Make appropriate use of language skills;
e handwrite in non-Roman script.
Teaching/Learning Methods and Strategies/Assessment
Since all these skills are essential elements of the course, they are taught and assessed in the same
ways as at A above.
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